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Kia ora tātou and talofa lava,
What a month it has been! As I sat down to write this newsletter piece, I realised that I had written
something for our newsletter in Week 4 - which we did not send out due to the sudden move to Level 4
on Tuesday 18th August! This is a ‘mash up’ from that newsletter piece and an update from the past 4
weeks.

NEWSLETTER

This week is ‘Te wiki o te reo Māori’ (Māori Language week), and yesterday each class and all staff
contributed to the National challenge at 12 o’clock to speak te reo simultaneously. Our contribution will
be shared with you soon!
We are encouraged by the number of students and whānau who have returned to school calm, settled
and focussed on learning. Whilst we continue to face unpredictable times and ongoing challenges
caused by COVID-19, we are extremely grateful for our team approach at Ōpāwa School. Thank you for
all that you have done over the past month to ensure that your children / our students have continued to
thrive. It has been a privilege to work amongst such a capable staff and capable community - a school
community that puts the needs of our learners at the centre of all of our decisions. Mā te mahi tahi e ora
ai te moemoeā. Teamwork makes the dream work!
Thank you for your contribution to our kura / school earlier this term - to ensure that all of our students
are given every opportunity to excel. We had another stunning turn out for Learning Conferences, with
90% of our whānau attending these in Week 2. We appreciate how busy everyone is, so thank you for
taking the time to come and celebrate the learning and growth of your child(ren). It was also a good
opportunity to (re) connect and to set some more goals for the remainder of the year. Thank you also to
the 78 whānau who completed our Reporting Survey. This feedback will help to ensure that we are
providing useful information about your child’s learning - in order for them to be the best that they can
be.
This term our RIVER value that we are focusing on is Hiranga / Excellence. The great Greek
philosopher, Aristotle said ‘we are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.’ It
is really important that habits such as being on time, being well prepared and having a positive attitude
are installed in our children and repeated every day. Thank you for reminding your child of these
important habits and for positively reinforcing (praising) your child when they do these things. We are all
learning and we all have challenges, so every little reminder and every small (or big) effort helps!
Please check the updated dates for various school events included within this newsletter.
Ngā mihi,
Sally

Welcome to our new students and their
Whānau/families: Marley-Aki and Yasveer Rm1

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Board of Trustees Update

TERM 3 2021

New Co-Opted Board Member Kaysei-rose
Halliday
Tēnā Koutou katoa,
I just thought I would share a bit about myself
to our community here at Te Kura O Ōpāwaho.
You may have met me before at our Matariki
celebration, I was serving at the ever popular
soup stall!
My name is Kaysei-rose Halliday and I have
been a part of the Ōpāwa School community
for 8 years. I began helping with school
excursions, became a member of our Whānau
Group and now I am joining the Board of
Trustees.
I have two tamariki who have completed their
Primary and Intermediate schooling at Ōpāwa
and I still have one tamaiti attending. I am in
my last year of the Bachelor of Teaching and
Learning (Primary) at Te Whare Wānanga O
Waitaha (University of Canterbury).
I am looking forward to bringing a parent’s
perspective to the board, alongside my
knowledge of Te ao Māori and Kura/staff
responsibilities.
I am passionate about all ākonga achievement
and am thrilled to be a part of it.

Poipoia te kākano, kia puawai (nurture





Year 7/8 DARE
School Photo’s
Firewise Verandah classes




Lit Quiz at Ōpāwa School
Year 7/8 Speech Competition
Finals at Beckenham
Year 7/8 DARE
BOT Meeting 7pm




22nd Sept
22nd Sept
21st Sept
23rd Sept
23rd Sept
27th Sept
5-7pm
28-29th Sep
30th Sep

NOT YET CONFRIMED (dates to follow)
 Ōpāwa’s got Talent final
 Climate Change Sessions
 ‘Coffee & Chat Transition to School’
 HAS Big Breakfast
 HPV Programme for Year 8
TERM 4 2021













Labour Day
Year 5-8 School Athletics Day
PP - Year 5-8 School Athletics
Day
BOT Meeting 7pm
Senior Kapa Haka (Yrs 3-5)
Wananga, 10am-2pm in the
School hall.
Sth Zone Athletics
Canterbury Anniversary Day
PP – Sth Zone Athletics
Canterbury Athletics
HAS Community Picnic
BOT Meeting

25th Oct
1st Nov
3rd Nov
4th Nov
7th Nov

8th Nov
12th Nov
15th Nov
1st Dec
3rd Dec
9th Dec

the seed and it will blossom).
Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou.

2021 TERM DATES
Term 3
Term 4

26th Jul-1st Oct
18th Oct-15th Dec

Mana Ake ‘Drop In’ opportunity.

What is it? This is an opportunity to meet with one
of our Mana Ake kaimahi/team members over a
‘cuppa’and discuss any wellbeing and/or mental
health issue on top for you and your whānau/family.
The kaimahi work alonside the school to promote
wellbeing and provide support.
Kaimahi have a diverse range of skills and include,
social workers, counsellors, teachers, youth workers
and psychologists.
When: Every Wednesday morning, by appointment.
Where: At Ōpāwa School
How to access it: email lisa@opawa.school.nz;
drop into the office to see Lisa, or leave your name
and contact details and Lisa will get back to you to
arrange an appointment time.

Year 7/8 Speech Competition
Our senior students have spent a lot of time and effort writing Persuasive speeches to present at this
year's Speech Competition. There was a range of topics including: Why school is important, Why
uniforms should be banned, How the paparazzi effects the lives of celebrities and Why recreational
fishing should be banned.
Ka rawe to Eileen, Ada, Chanel, Harrison, Bella and Vianne who all presented yesterday. The quality
of your speeches was OUTSTANDING!
Congratulations to Eileen (Year 8) and Bella (Year 7) who will represent Ōpāwa School at this year's
Interschool Speech Competition at Beckenham in Week 10.

School Photos
Next Wednesday 22nd September
If you would like Sibling photo please contact
the office by email office@opawa.school.nz or
text 022 319 1181

School Lunch Orders

Tuesday

To place an order for your child, simply visit www.subway.co.nzschools , log on, select SUBWAY School
Lunch Programme – Ferrymead Branch and follow the instructions to place an order before 9am each Tuesday. Please
note that you can order days beforehand if you wish.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Lunches can be ordered using Lunch Online. This is an online service where parents/caregivers set up their own account,
order lunch and pay online. The lunch is then delivered to school on a Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday in time
for our lunch break.
To view the menu or to set up an account simply visit www.lunchonline.co.nz and follow the instructions.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Please remember snacks are still required when your child has ordered lunch

School Uniform
Our uniform supplier is:

Uniform Dress:













Mainland Uniforms
189 Peterborough Street
City
Phone: 377-6771
Students are expected to take pride in their appearance.

Please see http://www.opawa.school.nz/uniform.html for the full Ōpāwa School uniform.
The uniform should be clean, tidy and named.
Only the long sleeved Ōpāwa School undergarment (gunmetal grey) should be visible under the Ōpāwa polo
shirt.
Socks/tights - plain navy, black or white.
Shoes must be black, brown or predominantly white trainers, leather shoes or sandals.
School sun hats must be worn in Terms 1 and 4. Plain black or beige bucket/wide brimmed hat or cap.
No nail polish and/or makeup to be worn at school.
Coloured hair is not appropriate.
Hair accessories: plain black, nave or orange headbands, ties, ribbons, bows or clips. Ties, ribbons, bows or
clips to be no longer than 8cm in diameter.
Drawing on skin and tattoo transfers are not acceptable.
One piece swimming togs are recommended.
No jewellery should be worn except watches and ear studs or sleepers. No other earrings. Any other jewellery,
including rings and necklaces can be a safety hazard and are not to be worn at school. All jewellery must be
removed for sport. Variations due to cultural or religious beliefs are allowed on written request from
parents/caregivers.

The final decision on all matters relating to the uniform resides with the principal

CodeCamp
CodeCamp allows kids from the ages of 7-12
to develop 21st century skills in a fun and
action packed environment. Develop
confidence & initiative through design,
creativity, solving problems, presenting &
collaboration. Creating games, websites and
apps as well as robotics.

4th - 8th October Book Now at
https://codecamp.co.nz

Electric Guitar Lesson
My name is Danial Neale. I am excited to announce I will be the new electric
guitar tutor here at Opawa School.
I've been playing music since the age of 11. I started with learning the
drums and moved onto guitar not long after, which is my real passion. I am
self-taught and have 32 years of experience under my belt. I have played in
many cover bands in the local Dunedin and South Otago scene. In 2000 I
studied at SIT in Invercargill where I completed a certificate in contemporary
music. I continued playing for many cover bands in Dunedin until 2010
when I decided to move to Christchurch and set up my teaching school,
rockitchch.
I have been giving lessons at various schools here in Christchurch,
including Diamond Harbour and St Martins School. I also teach private
lessons at home, for all ages and from beginners through to advanced.
I am very passionate about teaching and love to pass on my skills to others.
It gives me great satisfaction to watch a student progress over time, from someone who can barely play,
to playing songs and even progressing to playing in a band or creating their own original music.
I have great patience and treat everybody as an individual where I work at your own pace and skill level.
If you are keen to try learning electric guitar then please contact me today on 0278211544,
or danialneale@gmail.com
I look forward to hearing from you.

