
Kia ora tātou, 

 

What a huge few weeks we have had. The following things have been 

happening for our students and community…. 

 

 Thursday 2nd November - Senior Choir Performance at the Town 

Hall 

 Friday 3rd November - Author and Illustrator, Gavin Bishop visited 

our whole school 

 Friday 3rd November - Junior disco 2-3pm run by our Student 

Council 

 Wednesday 8th November - Board strategic planning in Meeting 

Room at school 

 Friday 10th November - South Zone athletics at Hansen Park. 

Almost 50 students represented our school and six qualified 

for the Canterbury Champs next week 

 Sunday 12th November - Home and School Movie Night at 

Opawa St Martins Community Church 

 Monday 13th November - Senior Kapa Haka wanaka 

(preparation / learning) day at school  

 Wednesday 15th November  - Senior Kapa Haka dress 

rehearsal at school 

 Wednesday 15th November - Senior disco ‘Opposites 

Theme’ 

 Oh and a group of our Year 5/6 students won ‘best original 

music’ AND ‘school with the ‘most personality’ at the ‘Top of 

the Pods’ Podcasting Competition held recently across 

Canterbury! 

 

PHEW! 

 

We can’t wait to see you all at our Community (Christmas) Picnic 

on the 8th December from 5-7pm - watch out for more information 

about this and other events over the next three and a half weeks. 

 

Ngā mihi,  
Sally 
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Term 4 Dates 
Senior Kapa Haka at Town Hall 25th Nov 

Children’s University Graduation  28th Nov 

5.30-7.30pm Town Hall 

Canterbury Athletics  29th Nov 

Year 8 Fun Day at Jellie Park   1st Dec 

Board Meeting   6th Dec 

Tabloids 11.45-1pm  8th Dec 

Home & School Picnic at school 5-7pm 8th Dec 

Reports & 2024 class placement  11th Dec 

Letters sent home   

Year 8 Leavers Assembly  13th Dec 

Year 8 Activities & Dinner  13th Dec 

Last Day 12 noon finish  15th Dec 

 

2024 TERM DATES 
Term 1   

Personal Learning Plan hui (PLP) 1st & 2nd Feb 

Staff Only Day   5th Feb 

Waitangi Day   6th Feb 

Classes Begin   7th Feb 

  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Mana Ake ‘Phone Call’ opportunity 

What is it?  This is an opportunity to receive a phone call from Alisha Keith one of our Mana Ake kaimahi/team 

members to discuss any wellbeing and/or mental health issue for you and your whānau/family. The kaimahi 

work alongside the school to promote wellbeing and provide support.  

Kaimahi have a diverse range of skills and include, social workers, counsellors, teachers, youth workers and 

psychologists. 

About Alisha:  My background is in Social Work and my passion is working with children.  I love my job and value 

the importance of supporting the well-being of our tamariki.  It is a privilege to be a part of supporting them in 

many different ways.  I enjoy learning about the tamariki and implementing their interests into the sessions we 

have, however I can. 

How to access it: email lisa@opawa.school.nz; with your name and contact details and Lisa will get back to you 

to arrange an appointment time 

Te Ara Tika o Ōpāwa (The right path for Ōpāwa) 

Children can earn vouchers for demonstrating our school 

values.  This term’s value is Responsibility (Kaweka) and 

each fortnight six children are selected to have a pizza 

lunch with Sally in the Boardroom.  The pizzas are 

generously sponsored by Cassels and sons – The 

Brewery. The following children enjoyed pizza with Sally 

on Monday: Leon & Emily Rm3, Micah, Bridget, Jude & 

Evie Rm4 and Tadgh Rm5. 

 

Six children are also selected with Gotchas, who can then 

have a day in mufti with their buddy.  The following 

children were selected: Freddy & Brittany Rm12, Aaron 

Rm13 and Addison & Charlotte Rm17. 

 

Uniform Update 
We are rolling out new skorts and shorts 

which are now black.  Either the old or 

the new can be worn and are available at 

Mainland Uniforms.  



Term 4 school-wide important dates: 

 
(Print out and pop on your fridge) 

Week 7 

 Saturday 25 November - Senior Kapa Haka Tūhono (Town Hall) 

Week 8 

 Tuesday 28th November UC Children’s University Graduation 5.30-7.30pm Town Hall  

 Wednesday 29 November Canterbury Athletics  

 Friday 1 December Year 8 Jellie Park Swim Day 

Week 9 

 Wednesday 6 December - Board meeting  

 Friday 8 December - Tabloids 11.45-1pm (whānau welcome) more information to come 

 Friday 8 December - Home and School picnic 5-7pm at school 

Week 10 

 Monday 11 December - Reports and 2024 class placement letters sent home 

 Wednesday 13 December - Year 8 Leavers Assembly 10-11am. Yr8 Whānau invites to follow 

 Wednesday 13 December Year 8 Leavers Dinner 5.30pm - 7.30pm 

 Thursday 14 December - Year 7/8 Fun Day at school (wear school uniform and bring a change of clothes) 

 Friday 15 December - school finishes at 12 noon 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 8 closes on Friday 24th November 



 

Please remember snacks are still required when your child has ordered lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

To place an order for your child, simply visit 

www.subway.co.nzschools , log on, select 

SUBWAY School Lunch Programme – 

Ferrymead Branch and follow the instructions 

to place an order before 9am each Tuesday.  

Please note that you can order days 

beforehand if you wish. 

 

School Uniform 

Our uniform supplier is: Mainland Uniforms 

     189 Peterborough Street 

     City 

     Phone: 377-6771 

Uniform Dress:   Students are expected to take pride in their appearance. 

 Please see http://www.opawa.school.nz/uniform.html for the full Ōpāwa School uniform. 

 The uniform should be clean, tidy and named. 

 Only the long sleeved Ōpāwa School undergarment (gunmetal grey) should be visible under the Ōpāwa polo 

shirt. 

 Socks/tights - plain navy, black or white. 

 Shoes must be black, brown or predominantly white trainers, leather shoes or sandals. 

 School sun hats must be worn in Terms 1 and 4.  Plain black or beige bucket/wide brimmed hat or cap. 

 No nail polish and/or makeup to be worn at school. 

 Coloured hair is not appropriate. 

 Hair accessories: plain black, nave or orange headbands, ties, ribbons, bows or clips.  Ties, ribbons, bows or 
clips to be no longer than 8cm in diameter. 

 Drawing on skin and tattoo transfers are not acceptable. 

 One piece swimming togs are recommended. 

 No jewellery should be worn except watches and ear studs or sleepers.  No other earrings.  Any other jewellery, 
including rings and necklaces can be a safety hazard and are not to be worn at school.  All jewellery must be 
removed for sport.  Variations due to cultural or religious beliefs are allowed on written request from 
parents/caregivers. 

 

The final decision on all matters relating to the uniform resides with the principal 

 

School Lunch Orders 

http://www.opawa.school.nz/uniform.html


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


