Term 1, Week 7
16th March 2022

Te Kura o Ōpāwaho/Opawa
School

30 Ford Road, Christchurch
Telephone: 332 6374
Cell: 022 319 1181
Email: admin@opawa.school.nz
Website: www.opawa.school.nz

Kia ora Te Kura o Ōpāwaho / Opawa School whānau,
Thank you for your continued commitment to working with us to provide the best
environment for learning for our tamariki. Whilst a number of our students and
their whānau have been directly affected by COVID-19, the majority of our 301
students are healthy and attending school each day. We are very grateful to be
able to be open, fully staffed and able to teach face-to-face and for our students
to be able to interact with their school friends. This connection, through ‘face to
face’ interaction with friends and our staff is extremely important for wellbeing
and will continue to be a priority for us as we navigate the ever
changing challenges of COVID-19.

NEWSLETTER

Our whole school have now visited Ferrymead Heritage Park. What a highly
successful and memorable opportunity this was. Learning about our local
history in an authentic way has created lifelong memories for our students and
staff. Thank you to those whānau / parents who helped with this trip. We really
appreciate your involvement and support and we hope you had fun and learnt
something new too!
Improving student achievement in all areas continues to be our focus, with
particular priority this year in maths. Our teachers are working hard to learn
some new strategies and methods to teach maths that are based on research
and best practice. One of the keys to this new approach being successful is for
us all to trust the process and to be open to learning. We strongly believe that
our students are all capable of learning new skills and we thank you for your
belief in your children / our students too! More information about how you can
support your child with their learning in maths will be shared with you in the
coming weeks.
We still want to hear from you if you are keen to help with the new playground
build and / or the 150th jubilee organisation. It takes a village to achieve these
projects / provide these opportunities and we welcome your input! Our Home
and School and Whānau Group are unable to do their usual mahi / work at the
moment, so if you would still like to contribute, but in a slightly different way, we
welcome your input! Please contact me directly - sally@opawa.school.nz or
3326374.
Ngā mihi,
Sally

DATES FOR THE DIARY
2022 TERM DATES TBC
Welcome to our new students and their
Whānau/families: Olivia, Braxton, Skylah and Te
Wairere Rm1

Last Day of Term 1
Teacher Only Day
Good Friday
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

13th Apr
14th Apr
15th Apr
2nd May-8th Jul
25th Jul-30th Sept
17th Oct-15th Dec

Mana Ake ‘Phone Call’ opportunity
What is it? This is an opportunity to receive a phone from Alisha Keith one of
our Mana Ake’s kaimahi/team members to discuss any wellbeing and/or
mental health issue for you and your whānau/family. The kaimahi work
alonside the school to promote wellbeing and provide support.
Kaimahi have a diverse range of skills and include, social workers, counsellors,
teachers, youth workers and psychologists.
About Alisha: My background is in Social Work and my passion is working
with children. I love my job and value the importance of supporting the wellbeing of our tamariki. It is a privilege to be a part of supporting them in many different ways. I enjoy learning
about the tamariki and implementing their interests into the sessions we have, however I can.
How to access it: email lisa@opawa.school.nz; with your name and contact details and Lisa will get back to
you to arrange an appointment time.

Issue Two closes on Friday 25th March

School Lunch Orders

Tuesday

To place an order for your child, simply visit www.subway.co.nzschools , log on, select SUBWAY School
Lunch Programme – Ferrymead Branch and follow the instructions to place an order before 9am each Tuesday. Please
note that you can order days beforehand if you wish.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Lunches can be ordered using Lunch Online. This is an online service where parents/caregivers set up their own account,
order lunch and pay online. The lunch is then delivered to school on a Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday in time
for our lunch break.
To view the menu or to set up an account simply visit www.lunchonline.co.nz and follow the instructions.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Please remember snacks are still required when your child has ordered lunch

School Uniform
Our uniform supplier is:

Uniform Dress:













Mainland Uniforms
189 Peterborough Street
City
Phone: 377-6771
Students are expected to take pride in their appearance.

Please see http://www.opawa.school.nz/uniform.html for the full Ōpāwa School uniform.
The uniform should be clean, tidy and named.
Only the long sleeved Ōpāwa School undergarment (gunmetal grey) should be visible under the Ōpāwa polo
shirt.
Socks/tights - plain navy, black or white.
Shoes must be black, brown or predominantly white trainers, leather shoes or sandals.
School sun hats must be worn in Terms 1 and 4. Plain black or beige bucket/wide brimmed hat or cap.
No nail polish and/or makeup to be worn at school.
Coloured hair is not appropriate.
Hair accessories: plain black, nave or orange headbands, ties, ribbons, bows or clips. Ties, ribbons, bows or
clips to be no longer than 8cm in diameter.
Drawing on skin and tattoo transfers are not acceptable.
One piece swimming togs are recommended.
No jewellery should be worn except watches and ear studs or sleepers. No other earrings. Any other jewellery,
including rings and necklaces can be a safety hazard and are not to be worn at school. All jewellery must be
removed for sport. Variations due to cultural or religious beliefs are allowed on written request from
parents/caregivers.

The final decision on all matters relating to the uniform resides with the principal

