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Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou, 
 

Our first learning goal in our strategic plan is to improve learning outcomes for all students. We have a 

strong focus on reading, writing and maths but we also believe in developing a range of skills and 

providing a range of learning opportunities for all of our students. Last year we competed in the 

Oderings Garden Show for the first time. We learnt a lot from that experience and our junior team 

decided to build on last year’s learning and enter again this year.  The theme was “Once Upon a Fairy 

Tale” and we chose to focus on The Wizard of Oz. What we produced was a true example of 

collaboration and team work. Each child in every junior class contributed, whether it was helping to 

grow the 22 different plants, painting part of the rainbow or painting a ‘brick’ for the yellow brick road. 

Teachers and family members ‘chipped in’. Children worked alongside one another; children and adults 

worked alongside one another and learnt from one another. This is what we value and this is what 

effective learning looks like. It is authentic, hands on, future focussed and fun! 

I received this email message from  ‘Keep Christchurch Beautiful’ yesterday: 
 
“Just wanted to congratulate your school on a great entry at the Oderings Garden Show over the 
weekend. It looked great!  I've put a photo of your entry along with some of the others, on the KCB 
Facebook page, I hope that's OK. Congratulations again.” 

The photos can be viewed at 
  
https://www.facebook.com/187450024633261/photos/pcb.1439744589403792/1439743816070536/?ty
pe=3&theater 

Another example of how we improve learning 
outcomes for all our students is by providing 
a large number of music opportunities to our 
students throughout the school, from New 
Entrant to Year 8. Working closely with CSM 
(Christchurch School of Music), we have 
individual music lessons available for all 
children. All of our Year 2/3 students are 
having free weekly recorder lessons in class 
and their teachers are being trained to teach 
recorder at the same time. All of our Year 4 

students are receiving free ukulele sessions and in today’s newsletter there is an 
opportunity for students to access guitar lessons. We also have a beginner’s band for Year 5-8 
students and some of our experienced musicians are involved in a combined band that rehearses 
every Tuesday after school at Hillview Christian School. The benefits of learning a musical instrument 
are well documented and it is widely known that “children who study music over a period of time, do 
better in school in all sorts of ways, including academically and socially.”  
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Please visit http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-
study/other-subjects-and-projects/the-arts/why-your-child-should-
study-music 

to read more about the benefits of learning a musical instrument. 
Keep warm everyone. 
 
 

Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou, 
Sally 
 

 
 
 
 

South Zone Swimming Competition    

Yesterday, 17 students from our school participated in the South Zone Swimming 

Competition.  A number of these students placed in the top 4 for their age groups in 

the various events.  

Those students who have qualified will go on to compete for the South Zone in the Canterbury  Swimming 

Sports being held at Rolleston Aquatic Centre on Thursday 6th April.  Students will be advised as soon as 

the official  results are known.  This was a great experience for those students who are new to 

competitive swimming.  Well done to everyone!  

 
 

Tabloids 2017 
 

 The Ōpāwa Student Council will be running Tabloids on Friday 31st of March, 11.45-12.45/1pm. 
 Students are encouraged to wear their house colours. 

   (Heathcote – Green  Waimakariri – Blue  Rakaia – Red  Avon – White) 

 All students will be made aware of their houses by the beginning of next week.   

 

 Because some activities involve water, there is a possibility that students may get wet. Please ensure they have their school    

 uniform to change into for after the event.  

Families are invited to come and watch and after the event, join us for lunch on the lawn. 

 

 

 

ICAS  

(International Competitions and Assessments for Schools)   2017 Dates and Fees 
 

ICAS provides an opportunity for Year 4-13 students to gain a measure of their own achievement in an external testing situation.  All students who 
participate will receive a certificate and individual student report indicating which questions they answered correctly and their score compared with the rest 
of the students tested.   
 

If you would like your child to participate in any or all of the exams listed below, please complete the table below by writing your child’s name, ticking the 
appropriate column and return it, together with the correct money into the office red posting box as soon as possible. 
 

For any further information please do not hesitate to contact Helen, Room 17 by calling into the office or emailing her on helen@opawa.school.nz  
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Mid-season Miniball report for years 3 and 4 
 

The team are gelling well, and are improving their skills and their understanding of the game. They have had 1-
win, 1-loss and 1-draw so far this season. It is good to see more cooperative skills being developed and the 
encouragement they give to one another during the games. 
 
 

  REMINDER: School Activity Fees are now due for payment 
Our Ōpāwa School Bank Account number is 12-3147-0419969-00. It may be worth considering 

an automatic weekly or fortnightly payment  into this school account to cover any school costs. Worth 
remembering is that our year 6’s, have camp between the 18

th
 and 22

nd
 September. Starting 

regular payments into our school account now, will make this large payment less stressful. 

 
Te Ara Tika O Ōpāwa (The right path for Ōpāwa)  

 

Children can earn vouchers for demonstrating our school values. This term’s value is Respect- Manaakitanga and each fortnight six children 

are selected to have a pizza lunch with Sally in the Boardroom. The pizzas are generously sponsored by Cassels and sons - The Brewery.   

 
 
 

WORKING BEE 
SUNDAY the 26th March 

 
The new date is now the  26th   March    9am-12pm 

 
Please bring along with you: 

wheelbarrows, gardening tools etc  ... 
 

Please check our school facebook page at 8am for a decision regarding the weather 
 

 

 

 

 
 Our Ōpāwa School Bank Account number is 12-3147-0419969-00. It may be worth  
 considering making an automatic weekly or fortnightly payment into this school account to cover any   
 school costs.  
 Worth remembering is that our year 6 children have a camp on the18th September and  
 regular payments into our school account starting now, will make this large payment  
 less stressful.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Child’s Name: ___________________ 
 
Room No:    _________________ 
 

 
ICAS Subject 

 
ICAS Sitting Date 

 
Prices 

 

 
Tick   

 
 
 
 
 

   Digital     
   Technologies 

   Tuesday 17
th
 May $9.50  

   Science    Tuesday 31
st
 May $9.50  

   Writing    Monday 13
th
  - Friday 17

th
 June $20.50  

   Spelling    Wednesday 15
th
 June $11.50  

   English    Tuesday
 
2

nd
 August $9.50  

   Mathematics    Tuesday 16
th
 August $9.50  

                                       Total Paid    



 
 
 

Term Dates for 2017 
 

TERM 1      TERM 3     

Thursday 2
nd

 February – Thursday 13
th
 April  Monday 24

th
 July – Friday 29

th
 September 

 
TERM 2      TERM 4  
Monday 1

st
 May – Friday 7

th
 July   Monday 16

th
 October – Tuesday 19

th
 December 

 
 

                               Uniform Purchases 

   

Stephanie from Distributors Direct, will be here next Thursday the 23rd March between 2.45 and  3.30pm in the Library 
foyer, with a good supply of our uniform items available for families to make purchases.   
 
 Our suppliers of uniform are:  
 

  *   Distributors Direct  productquery@gmail.com - 021 559383  
Distributors Direct have an excellent website where you can purchase  
uniforms online now. Go to www.distributorsdirect.co.nz to use this facility.   

   
* The Warehouse,  Eastgate Mall, Linwood (short supply of orange polo tops at the moment though)    
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 Subway – available for lunch every Tuesday.  Please put the correct money ( Subway does not give change )  into 
one of the Subway  envelopes available from your child’s classroom or the office display stand then put it into the plastic envelope  
 kept in your child’s class  before 9.00am each Tuesday.  (Please note school office staff cannot change money).  
  
 PLEASE NOTE THAT MILK AND JUICE ARE NOT LONGER OPTIONS 
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

        PLEASE REMEMBER SNACKS ARE STILL REQUIRED WHEN YOUR CHILD HAS LUNCH ORDERED 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Our school lunches can be ordered using Lunchonline. This is an online service where 
parents/caregivers set up their own account, order lunch and pay online. The lunch  is then 
delivered to school in time for our lunch break. Our Food Provider(s) offer healthy choices along with 
some treat options. So to view the menu  or to set  up an account and/or place an order, just go control 
+ click  below: 
www.lunchonline.co.nz 
 

 
Community News 
 

¶ PRIVATE GUITAR TUITION is now being offered at school for Years 5, 6, 7and 8 students (children 8yrs and older). Fees for 

each student are $9 per lesson.  Lessons are for 30 minutes in small groups of 4 on a Tuesday.  

John Blackmore brings 16 years of guitar tutoring experience to the school. A limited number of guitars are also available for 

students who do not own a guitar for the first term of tuition. Interested parents please contact John on 384-6127 or email 

 jkblackmore@gmail.com (www.johnblackmoreguitar.com) 
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