
Kia ora Te Kura o Ōpāwaho / Opawa School whānau,  

 

Wow - it is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of this term! 
 
Some highlights from the past couple of months include: 
 

 Visiting most classes and observing some amazing learning in Maths (Years 
3-8)  and Literacy (Years 1-2) 

 Our whole-school matariki celebration last week - thanks to our Whānau 
Group members Kat, Royce, Will, Shevaun and Tracy and senior students for 
leading this 

 Our Junior run for fun we welcomed about 150 whānau back onsite to 
celebrate our youngest students giving their best, with support from our 
senior students and staff 

 Martha being named in the Canterbury Women’s Rugby Squad for 2022 

 Our ‘Communicating with Kindness’ approach ensuring a safe and supportive 
environment for us all to learn in 

 All students enjoying the NZ Playhouse performance of  The Emperor's New 
Clothes 

 Our Pasifika Group getting ready to perform in their first show outside of our 
school on 9th July at 12.05pm at The Aurora Centre (Burnside High School - 
FREE to attend) 

 Our Whānau Group and Home and School meeting in person for the first time 
in a couple of years (it feels like) AND our Home and School sausage sizzle 
back for this term 

 Year 8 Leadership opportunities with Ara, National Young Leaders Day and 
GRIP Leadership Day 

 70 Students doing music lessons this term! 

 22 Year 5-7 Students trained by Sport Canterbury as PALs (Physical Activity 
Leaders) 

 Our Year 7/8 Team coming third in Canterbury in the PTC and our Year 5/6 
Rugby League team coming 1st= in their tournament 

 All reports ready to be shared and celebrated this Friday, ready for Learning 
Conferences early next term. 
 

Thanks for being an awesome learning community to be part of everyone. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Sally  
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Yr 3-4 swimming at Te Pou 28th Jun–8th Jul 

Toe Toe\Linwood Pool 

BOT Meeting   30th Jun 7pm 

Yr 0-4 Cross Country Challenge 5th Jul 

at Hillview  

Last day of Term  8th Jul 

 
 

Term 3 Dates 
Learning Conferences  1, 2, & 3rd Aug 

Year 7/8 Living Springs Camp 8, 9 & 10th Aug 

BOT Meeting   18th Aug 

Lit Quiz    1st Sep 

2022 TERM DATES 
Term 2    2nd May-8th Jul 

Term 3    25th Jul-30th Sept 

Term 4    17th Oct-15th Dec 

  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Te kura o Ōpāwaho/Opawa School 

Learning Conferences 1st, 2nd and 3rd August 2022  
Each conference is 20 minutes long. Please ensure you arrive on time to each 
conference with your child. 
Booking your conference/interview: 
The booking website will open today, Friday 1st July 2022, at 3.00pm and will close 
Wednesday 27th July 2022 , at  10.00PM. 
 

1. Go to parentinterviews.co.nz, enter the event code QWRS3PRP  and click Go. 

2. Enter your name, email address and the names of the students you wish to make 

bookings for. 
3. Select the teachers you'd like to book by ticking the checkbox beside their name, and 

then click the Book Interviews button at the bottom of the page. 
4. Using the timetable, click the Book button beside the time slot you'd like to book for 

the teacher. You'll be asked to confirm your booking. 
5. Continue until you've booked all teachers. 
6. Once you're finished, you can view your timetable by clicking My Interviews at the 

top of the page. You can also print a PDF timetable to take to your conference/s. 
 

 

 

https://parentinterviews.co.nz/
https://parentinterviews.co.nz/book/welcome?code=QWRS3PRP


 

Talofa lava, Mālo e lelei, Ni Sa Bula, Kia Orana, Fakalofa lahi atu 

During Term 1 and Term 2, we have been learning and practising items in preparation for the 

Sau Ia Festival on Saturday 9th July. This will be held at the Aurora Centre at Burnside High 

School.  

Opawa School’s Pasifika group is one of the groups who will be participating in this special 

event. We are one of 15 schools (primary, intermediate and secondary schools) who will be 

participating on the day. 

 

We are scheduled to perform first at 12.05pm.                                   

Each school has a 10 minute slot for their performance. 

 

This is a Free event. Seating is general admission so seating for parents and families is 

available on a first in basis. Because of this, seats are not guaranteed. Performance groups will 

have allocated group seating. 

 

Livestream will be provided by the facebook page of Tama mai Saute Academy. 

 

This is a lovely opportunity to celebrate our group and be part of something special.  

Fa’afetai mo lau lagolago. (Thank you for your support.)  

 

Maria Frew 

Pasifika Group Contact 

Email: maria@opawa.school.nz  

 

mailto:maria@opawa.school.nz


 

 

Mana Ake ‘Phone Call’ opportunity 

What is it?  This is an opportunity to receive a phone from Alisha Keith one 

of our  Mana Ake’s kaimahi/team members to discuss any wellbeing and/or 

mental health issue for you and your whānau/family. The kaimahi work 

alonside the school to promote wellbeing and provide support.  

Kaimahi have a diverse range of skills and include, social workers, counsellors, 

teachers, youth workers and psychologists. 

About Alisha:  My background is in Social Work and my passion is working 
with children. I love my job and value the importance of supporting the well-

being of our tamariki. It is a privilege to be a part of supporting them in many different ways. I enjoy learning 
about the tamariki and implementing their interests into the sessions we have, however I can. 
 

How to access it: email lisa@opawa.school.nz; with your name and contact details and Lisa will get back to 

you to arrange an appointment time. 

 

 

 

 

Friday the 16th June, some of the students from years 5-8 participated in the EPro8 Science and 

Engineering challenge. The students were given 3 building challenges to choose from and they were 

given 2 hours to complete the challenge. The challenges were to build a Scarecrow, a Decision 

Maker Ramp or a Concrete Truck. In teams of four the students had to problem solve, work together 

as a team and manage their time. For some of our students, this was their first time doing this kind of 

challenge. Our students worked really hard, did their best to complete the challenges and had a lot of 

fun in the process. 

mailto:lisa@opawa.school.nz


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each term we practise a fire/earthquake or lockdown drill. 
Check this out ….. 
 
On 4 June 1941 this article was in ‘The Press’ Emergency in Schools Quick Evacuations of Buildings Test 
Made at Opawa 
 
All schools had to have two unheralded tests each week at times chosen at random by the headmaster, Mr 
C.W.Allard. 
The evacuation was witnessed by a representative of ‘The Press’, and was reported, “To show what was 
being done Mr Allard gave three short blasts on a whistle. Immediately work stopped in all classrooms, and 
children moved quickly into the corridors, and at a run, out of several doors in the main building. Each class 
had its appointed exit doorway, so there was no congestion or danger of injury to the children in the rush. The 
teachers followed the children into the open. 
 
Outside, each class ran to its own area of shelter. Some classes were  
scattered along a fence line, others under a line of trees, and still others  
under a ditch under some trees. The purpose was to scatter the children  
so there would be no large groups.” 
 
A little different to our current practises ….. 
 
 
 
 

 A message from the Board 

An Opportunity to Have your Say! 
As part of our legal requirements as a Board, we must review the school’s policies at a minimum of 
every 3 years. 
 A key part of this is getting feedback from our school community about how they see the policy. 

-          Is it fit for purpose? 
-          Are there any gaps? 
-          Does it need updating? 

 This term we are reviewing the following policies: 
 Healthcare 
 Behaviour Management 

 If you would like to view and give feedback on the policy, it’s easy as 1,2,3! 
1. Go to www.schooldocs.co.nz and click on ‘search for your school’ in the top right hand 

corner – choose ‘Opawa School’. 
  

2. Enter the following user name and password: 
 Username – opawa 
 Password – learn 
  

3. Click on ‘Current Review’ and then click on the policy that’s up for review -  read it; click on 
the red bubble in the top right-hand corner of the policy and enter your feedback - (if there is 

no red option, pick the green speech bubble). 

Feedback can be given anonymously if you prefer. 

 
 Remember – this review is focusing on the policy, not the operational procedures that sit   
underneath. 
 The cutoff date for feedback is the end of Term 2 (Friday 8th July 2022 ). 
 

http://www.schooldocs.co.nz/


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

To place an order for your child, simply visit 

www.subway.co.nzschools , log on, select 

SUBWAY School Lunch Programme – 

Ferrymead Branch and follow the instructions 

to place an order before 9am each Tuesday.  

Please note that you can order days 

beforehand if you wish. 

 

 

School Lunch Orders 

Please remember snacks are still required when your child has ordered lunch 

 

http://www.subway.co.nzschools/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Uniform 

Our uniform supplier is: Mainland Uniforms 

     189 Peterborough Street 

     City 

     Phone: 377-6771 

Uniform Dress:   Students are expected to take pride in their appearance. 

 Please see http://www.opawa.school.nz/uniform.html for the full Ōpāwa School uniform. 

 The uniform should be clean, tidy and named. 

 Only the long sleeved Ōpāwa School undergarment (gunmetal grey) should be visible under the Ōpāwa polo 

shirt. 

 Socks/tights - plain navy, black or white. 

 Shoes must be black, brown or predominantly white trainers, leather shoes or sandals. 

 School sun hats must be worn in Terms 1 and 4.  Plain black or beige bucket/wide brimmed hat or cap. 

 No nail polish and/or makeup to be worn at school. 

 Coloured hair is not appropriate. 

 Hair accessories: plain black, nave or orange headbands, ties, ribbons, bows or clips.  Ties, ribbons, bows or 
clips to be no longer than 8cm in diameter. 

 Drawing on skin and tattoo transfers are not acceptable. 

 One piece swimming togs are recommended. 

 No jewellery should be worn except watches and ear studs or sleepers.  No other earrings.  Any other jewellery, 
including rings and necklaces can be a safety hazard and are not to be worn at school.  All jewellery must be 
removed for sport.  Variations due to cultural or religious beliefs are allowed on written request from 
parents/caregivers. 

 

The final decision on all matters relating to the uniform resides with the principal 

 

http://www.opawa.school.nz/uniform.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Sports July Holiday Programmes 
 
Bookings for our upcoming Kelly Sports Holiday 
Programmes at Hillview Christian School and Hillmorton 
High School are now available online.  
 
The focus of our Programmes is to ensure kids are active 
throughout with a great mixture of games and activities to 
suit everyone. WINZ Subsidies are available for families 
that qualify and we have options of Half Day 
sessions, School Day sessions and Full Day sessions 
available. 
 
To register and for more information please 
visit www.kellysports.co.nz/christchurch-east or contact 
Mahina on chch@kellysports.co.nz for more information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Huntsbury Community Preschool has an enviable natural 

outdoor play area and is currently offering FREE FEES for two-

year-olds. Conditions apply, phone 03 332 6001 or 

email: info@huntsbury-preschool.org.nz for more details if you'd 

like to secure a place in this limited-availability promotion! 

http://www.kellysports.co.nz/christchurch-east
mailto:chch@kellysports.co.nz
tel:+6433326001
mailto:info@huntsbury-preschool.org.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studio One Performing Arts, your local dance school, is currently giving Ballet, Jazz, Contemporary and 

Acro lessons in your area. The school’s director is teacher, choreographer & ex-ballet dancer Patricia Paul 

A.R.A.D. (London). Ballet lessons from 3 years through to Advanced, and all levels in Jazz and 

Contemporary starting from age 7. For all enquiries please phone 372-9191 or email info@studioone.co.nz 

We have access to a Gym Facility that your children are 

welcome to come and play in this July School Holidays, 

this will run between 1pm and 4pm and is an excellent 

way to burn some energy! July 11,13,15th,18,20,22nd. 

The costs will be $10 an hour for one child, $15 an hour 
for two children, and $20 an hour for three children. If 
this is something you are interested in please contact 
me on 027 559 9606 or 
email stafilipepe@f45training.co.nz 

 

mailto:info@studioone.co.nz
mailto:stafilipepe@f45training.co.nz

