
Kia ora tātou!

Nau mai, hoki mai - Welcome back to 2024!

The year has started incredibly well, with our ākonga/students settling into their new classes.
Personal Learning Plan hui were very well supported, which helped our ākonga/students transition positively, and with greater confidence,
to their new year level, and for some, their new class and kaiako/teacher.
We all want to send a huge thank you to you, for supporting this very important beginning of the year process.

We warmly welcome 29 new ākonga/students and their whānau! We are excited that you have chosen our kura/school to be on this
learning journey with you.

We also warmly welcome Jorjia Pender teaching in Room 17 (Year 7/8), Jo Gilbert teaching Monday - Wednesday in Room 8, with Tara
Bigelow teaching Thusday & Friday (Year 3/4), Abbey Mountford, our new Office Manager, Valilea Taase and Rosie Saama supporting our
ākonga/students as Teacher Aides, and we welcome back Tina Vea from maternity leave. Tina is part of our Teacher Aide team also.

Today the whole kura/school had the opportunity to welcome our new tamariki, whānau and staff at our mihi whākatau. We are very
grateful for the ongoing support Hēmi Te Hēmi provides us, as we value this very special process of acknowledging and welcoming the new
members of our kura/school whānau.

Our topic this term is Whānau. Learning also focuses on exploring and developing our understanding of our Cultural Narrative (Whole
School), Te Tiriti o Waitangi (Years 3 - 8), establishing a positive learning environment and developing relationships through investigating
‘Who am I?’ and how to form postive connections (Whole School).

The kaiako/teachers are providing opportunities for the tamariki to develop their Executive Functioning skills. This is a set of mental skills
that include working memory, flexible thinking, and self-control. We use these skills every day to learn, work, and manage daily life. Trouble
with executive function can, make it hard to focus, follow directions, and handle emotions, among other things. Some people describe
executive function as “the management system of the brain.” That’s because the skills involved let us set goals, plan, and get things done.
When people struggle with executive function, it impacts them at home, in school, and in life. Through fun games, activities and exercises
we can all strenthen our executive function.

To finish our first newsletter I would like share the following whakatauki: Ma te kotahitaka, e whai kaha ai tātau.
In unity, we have strength.

Have an awesome weekend and thanks for being part of our fabulous Te Kura o Ōpāwaho.

Ngā mihi,
Shevaun and the Ōpāwaho team.










