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Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou, 
  

Yesterday about 15 of our current staff and a further 50 or so of our wider community (past and present) attended Tom 
CŀǎǘƛŜǊΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǘ IƛƭƭǾƛŜǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ us to host his 
ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǘ nǇņǿŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ мллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
privilege of teaching Tom or knowing him for long, those in attendance were told of a young man who really epitomises 
what ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ nǇņǿŀ ±ƻȅŀƎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǳƭƻƎȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
young man that Tom was ς one whom many of us were privileged to have known, taught or been related to. Here are 
ǎƻƳŜ ƪŜȅ ΨƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƻƳΥ 
  

1.     Be proud of who you are and be yourself - wear crocs and a Hawaiian shirt to a formal event. If those are 
unavailable, wear your sandals. Grow your hair - the bigger the better. 
2.     Find a passion and throw yourself into that passion ς for Tom that was music. 
3.     Be a great family member and friend ς be caring, empathetic and kind, and always think of others 
4.     Wƻƛƴ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΧȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻw when you will score a goal (Tom 
ƭƻǾŜŘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǎƻ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ Ψƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘΩΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ 
a defender, however he scored a memorable goal in his last game). 
5.     Take risks ς be brave and go out on a limb ς Tom auditioned for the school choir last year when it was 
obvious that his strengths in music involved a musical instrument. 
6.     tŀȅ ƛǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ς Tom was a leader at the YMCA, even though he 
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
7.     Take photos ς plenty of them as photos depict moments and moments create memories. 

  
A special thank you to Caroline, Shevaun and Tracy who spoke on our behalf yesterday. Again, this took courage and 
composure under very stressful and highly emotional circumstances. Our three kaiako (teachers) were outstanding, and 
again reflected our RIVER values admirably. We thank you. 
  
As we near the end of this first term, pƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
each other. It takes a community to raise a child, and to support one another in order to do so. 
 

 
 

Ngā mihi, 
 
Sally  

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

30 Ford Road, Christchurch 
 

Telephone: 332 6374 
Cell: 022 3191181 
Email: admin@opawa.school.nz 
Website: www.opawa.school.nz 
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Year 5-8 CROSS COUNTRY 2018 
 
 
Ōpāwa School will be holding their school cross country on Wednesday 11th April starting around 
9.45am (Postponement date - Thursday 12th April).   
The course will involve running around Hansen Park. 
All students will need appropriate running gear, including comfortable shorts/pants, footwear and 
top.  A drink bottle with water for after the event is advisable.  
 
To enable the smooth running of this event, and to ensure the safety of the children, we require 
parent helpers to help monitor areas throughout the course. 
If you are able to assist our school with this event, please let your child's teacher know.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Volunteers:  I am co-ordinating a small group of people who are keen to take on a small patch of garden 

around our school on a voluntary basis.  A couple more 

names on my list would be most welcome.  See Debbie in 

the office any Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday or 

drop me a line on debbie@opawa.school.nz  if 

you can spare an occasional hour of your time 

to help us keep our school beautiful. 

Wanted:  One of our kind volunteers has 

offered to tidy up the patch of garden at the 

back of the staffroom and would appreciate 

some plants.  If you have any 

plants/shrubs/bulbs/grasses in your garden that 

you no longer want or can divide, then we would love to 

have them. Please drop them off into the school office. 

2018 Dates 

Term 1 ends Friday 13th April  
 
Term 2 ς Monday 30th April ς Friday 6th July 
Term 3 ς Monday 23rd July ς Friday 28th September 
Term 4 ς Monday 15th October ς Wednesday 19th December 
 

 

Dates for the Diary 

¶ Board of Trustees Meeting ς 5th April 2018 

¶ Combined Board/Home & School/Whanau Meeting ς 9th April 

¶ Home & School Meeting ς 14th May 2018 (AGM) 

¶ Whanau Group Meeting ς 28th May 2018 

¶ Year 6 camp to Arthurs Pass ς 10-14 September 2018 

 

mailto:debbie@opawa.school.nz


 

 

 

Te Ara Tika o ǽpǕwa (The right path for ǽpǕwa)  
 

 
Children can earn vouchers for demonstrating our school values. This term’s value is Respect/Manaakitanga and each 
fortnight six children are selected to have a pizza lunch with Sally in the Boardroom. The pizzas are generously 
sponsored by Cassels and sons - The Brewery. Six children are also selected with Gotchas who can then have a day in 
mufti with their buddy.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

Uniform Purchases  

 
Stephanie from Distrib utors Direct, will be here this  Thursday  the 5 th April  between 2.45 and 3.30pm in the Library 
foyer, with a good supply of our uniform items available for families to make purchases.    
 Our suppliers of uniform are:    
 

 *   Distributors Direct productquery@gmail.com - 021 559383  
Distributors Direct have an excellent website where you can purchase  
uniforms online now. Go to www.distributorsdirect.co.nz  
   

*   The Warehouse Eastgate Mall (Linwood) – limited stock 
 
   
 

           HATS  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Must be worn outside at all times during terms 1 and 4.  Children who forget their hat are required to 

play in the walkway under shelter from the sun. 

Tabloids 2018 

Term 1  
 

The Ōpāwa Student Council will be running Tabloids this Friday the 6th of 
April, 11:45-1:00 
 

Students are encouraged to wear their house colours to school. 
(Heathcote – Green, Waimakariri – Blue, Rakia – Red, Avon – white) 
All students will be made aware of their house by the beginning of next week.  
  
Some activities involve water and there is a possibility that students may get wet. 
Please ensure they have their school uniform to change into after the event. 
 

Families are invited to come and watch and after the event, join us for lunch on 
the lawn, beside the big adventure. 

 

mailto:productquery@gmail.com
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PLEASE REMEMBER SNACKS ARE STILL REQUIRED WHEN YOUR CHILD HAS LUNCH ORDERED  

 

 
 
 
School lunches can be ordered using lunchonline. This is an online service where 
parents/caregivers set up their own account, order lunch and pay online. The lunch is then delivered to school on a Wednesday 
in time for our lunch break. To view the menu or to set up an account and/or place an order, just control + click  on this link: 
www.lunchonline.co 
 
Ordering lunchonline is simple; all you need to do is register at www.lunchonline.co.nz and follow 4 easy steps to get started:  
 

1. Register an account 
2. Add member/s including your childôs name, school and classroom 
3. Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order 
4. Select your lunch and place an order 

 

 
SUSHI WEDNESDAYôS  Starting at the beginning of next term we will be able 
to order Sushi through lunchonline. The ordering process will remain exactly as 
it was and any credit that you have with lunchonline will stay and can be used 
for sushi.  We will continue to offer the lunchonline se rvice each Wednesday, but 
if this option proves to be successful, then we have  the option to add an extra 
day 
 

SUBWAY - HAVE YOU TRIED ONLINE ORDERING? 
EVERY TUESDAY 

 
²ƛǘƘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ available. 

 

 To place an order for your child, simply log on to the online system, and follow the instructions below to   
 place an order before 9am each Tuesday. Please note that you can order days beforehand  
 if you wish.  Please note that Apple Slices are no longer available. 
 
 Visit www.subway.co.nz/schools and select SUBWAY® School Lunch Programme – Ferrymead Branch. 
 Either create an account or login by following the prompts. 
 

 

 
PALS 2018 
 

On Thursday 29 of March, 11 
Opawa students went to the 
PALS training day at the Lincoln 
Sports Centre. We took part in 4 
training events. The first one was 
called S.T.E.P. which meant 
explored using space, task, 
equipment and people in different 
ways. Then we played 3 different 
games, all with differents PALS leaders, coaching us. The second 
training station was about how to manage a game. We had two 
more sessions, one on about how important a warm up is, the 
other one was game called tahe tema tanga. 
It was a great day!  
 

Harvey and Alice 

http://www.lunchonline.co/
http://www.lunchonline.co.nz/
http://www.subway.co.nz/schools
https://www.lunchonline.co.nz/families/


 

 

 

Community News: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SURFKIDS 
Childrens Surfing April Holiday Programme. 
 
Learn the skills of Surfing in a fun, safe environment. All equipment provided and professional 
instruction from Aaron Lock and team. For kids 8 - 14 years. 
 
 April Holidays Week 1 and 2.  
16 -20th and 23 -27th April 10am to 12pm. 
 
Cost $30 per day or $135 for five. Bookings essential. 
 
Venue :Sumner.  Call Aaron on 0800 80 SURF (7873) or register online at www.surfcoach.co.nz 
 

 
 

http://www.surfcoach.co.nz/

