
Kia ora tātou, 

 

What a wonderful whirlwind of a term! And just like that, our first ten weeks together is coming to a conclusion. We 
have had an incredibly successful term, quickly and smoothly settling into new routines within our learning spaces. 
Thank you for all that you have contributed to this success. 
 
This term we hosted the training band from Christchurch School of Music, which includes students from our school 
and several other local schools. About a third of our students are involved in music lessons and next term we are 
re-starting our Year 5-8 choir. We are also hoping to get ORB resurrected - Opawa Rock Band, as we have 
numerous capable musicians in our school - both on staff and students. Watch this space! 
 
It has been exciting to see the range of break time activities that our staff have provided every day this term. This 
has included the following variety of activities throughout the week –  
 

 Dodgeball Year 5/6, 7/8  Kēmu Māori with Jemma 

 Football Year 1/2, 3/4, 5/6, 7/8  Walking Group with Sharon and Philippa Year 3-8 

 Dance with Stephanie Year 3/4  Board games with Caroline Year 5/6  

 Choir/Singing with Kez Year 3/4   Homework Club with Robyn Year 0-8 

 Colouring with Tara Year 0-2  Gardening with Eleanor Year 0-8 

 Library Year 0-8  

 
Due to popular demand, we are training about a dozen more PALs (Physical Activity Leaders) early in Term 2, 
alongside Sport Canterbury. 
 
A very warm welcome back to Don Chittock - former Board member and Board Chair. Don has been co-opted to 
our Board for the duration of the Playground Project and it is great to have Don’s experience and knowledge back 
with us. We will be able to update you very early next term about the playground build and we want to acknowledge 
that this has been a source of interest and frustration for many of our community for some time now. Thank you for 
your ongoing commitment and support! 
 
Tomorrow, we farewell one of our long standing staff members - Learning Support specialist, Sharon Townsend. 
After 22 years of continuous service across a range of areas, Sharon is heading into a new chapter of her life and a 
very well deserved one - spending more time with her grandchildren, travelling, and gardening other exciting 
‘projects’. Whilst we are very sad to see Sharon leave, she leaves with our warmest and best wishes - THANK 
YOU Sharon for all you have contributed to our kura / school. We will miss you! 
 
And finally, we are really excited to announce that Jordan Edwards has been appointed to teach in Room 17 for the 
remainder of the year. Jordan has been relieving in our school this term and it is awesome that Jordan will be 
working with us on a regular basis. Thank you to Wendy for her outstanding work in Room 17 this term, to set the 
students up for a successful year. 
 
Have an awesome Easter and we can’t wait to see you all on Wednesday 26th April, to start Term 2. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Sally 
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Mana Ake ‘Phone Call’ opportunity 

What is it?  This is an opportunity to receive a phone call from Alisha Keith one of our  Mana Ake kaimahi/team members to 

discuss any wellbeing and/or mental health issue for you and your whānau/family. The kaimahi work alonside the school to 

promote wellbeing and provide support.  

Kaimahi have a diverse range of skills and include, social workers, counsellors, teachers, youth workers and psychologists. 

About Alisha:  My background is in Social Work and my passion is working with children. I love my job and value the 
importance of supporting the well-being of our tamariki. It is a privilege to be a part of supporting them in many different 
ways. I enjoy learning about the tamariki and implementing their interests into the sessions we have, however I can. 
 

How to access it: email lisa@opawa.school.nz; with your name and contact details and Lisa will get back to you to arrange 

an appointment time. 

 
 

Term 1 Dates 
Canterbury Swimming Sports 6th Apr 

Term 2 Dates 
Teacher Only Day  24TH Apr 

Anzac Day   25th Apr 

Cross Country (Hansen’s Park) 5th May 

Cross Country PP date  10th May 

EPro8 Yr 7/8 Hillmorton High 15th Jun  

School 5-8pm 

Swimming Yr 3/4 at Te Pou 19th - 30th Jun 

toetoe  

Board Hui   21st Jun 

2023 TERM DATES 
Term 1    30th Jan-6th Apr 

Term 2    24th Apr-30th Jun 

Term 3    17th Jul-22nd Sep 

Term 4    9th Oct-15th Dec  

  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Welcome to our new students and their 

Whānau/families: Keaton & Lyla Rm1.  

 

 

 

Te Ara Tika o Ōpāwa (The right path for Ōpāwa) 

 

Children can earn vouchers for demonstrating our 

school values.  This term’s value is Manaakitaka 

(Respect) and each fortnight six children are selected 

to have a pizza lunch with Sally in the Boardroom.  

The pizzas are generously sponsored by Cassels and 

sons – The Brewery. The following children enjoyed 

pizza with Sally on Monday: Finnegan, Leon Rm3, 

Greysen Rm9, Ella Rm10 and Rhyddian & Eli Rm11. 

 

Six children are also selected with Gotchas, who can 

then have a day in mufti with their buddy.  The 

following children were selected: Talosia Rm13, Holly 

Rm14, Charlotte & Isabella Rm17 and Aubrey & Emily 

Rm19. 
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Te Aratai College Open Days 

Wednesday 31st May, Thursday 2nd, Friday 3rd June, 2023 

These will run during the kura day. This is an opportunity for whānau to bring their 

tamariki/rangatahi in for a small guided tour of our kura and to see our kura in action. Whānau 

must book these visits online, via our online school booking system or use our QR code. 

Links and the QR code will be provided to your school in the weeks leading up to these dates 

 
Te Aratai College Open Evening 
Tuesday 6th June, 4.30pm-5.30pm and 6pm-7pm. 
 
These sessions will start promptly at 4.30pm and at 6pm, with Principal, Richard Edmundson 
addressing our visitors, followed by a guided tour of the kura, connecting with ākonga, kaiako, 
our cultural narrative and all that Te Aratai College has to offer. Everyone is welcome. 
 



 

 

School Uniform 

Our uniform supplier is: Mainland Uniforms 

     189 Peterborough Street 

     City 

     Phone: 377-6771 

Uniform Dress:   Students are expected to take pride in their appearance. 

 Please see http://www.opawa.school.nz/uniform.html for the full Ōpāwa School uniform. 

 The uniform should be clean, tidy and named. 

 Only the long sleeved Ōpāwa School undergarment (gunmetal grey) should be visible under the Ōpāwa polo 

shirt. 

 Socks/tights - plain navy, black or white. 

 Shoes must be black, brown or predominantly white trainers, leather shoes or sandals. 

 School sun hats must be worn in Terms 1 and 4.  Plain black or beige bucket/wide brimmed hat or cap. 

 No nail polish and/or makeup to be worn at school. 

 Coloured hair is not appropriate. 

 Hair accessories: plain black, nave or orange headbands, ties, ribbons, bows or clips.  Ties, ribbons, bows or 
clips to be no longer than 8cm in diameter. 

 Drawing on skin and tattoo transfers are not acceptable. 

 One piece swimming togs are recommended. 

 No jewellery should be worn except watches and ear studs or sleepers.  No other earrings.  Any other jewellery, 
including rings and necklaces can be a safety hazard and are not to be worn at school.  All jewellery must be 
removed for sport.  Variations due to cultural or religious beliefs are allowed on written request from 
parents/caregivers. 

 

The final decision on all matters relating to the uniform resides with the principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

To place an order for your child, simply visit 

www.subway.co.nzschools , log on, select 

SUBWAY School Lunch Programme – 

Ferrymead Branch and follow the instructions 

to place an order before 9am each Tuesday.  

Please note that you can order days 

beforehand if you wish. 

 

 

School Lunch Orders 

Please remember snacks are still required when your child has ordered lunch 

 

 

http://www.opawa.school.nz/uniform.html
http://www.subway.co.nzschools/


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tama mai Saute dance academy presents 
Lota Nu’u 

Directed and written by Albany Peseta 
Choreographed by Albany Peseta and Seira 

Ale 
 
Sign up for 20 weeks of rehearsals for this 
production. 
 
Live band, singing, acting and dancing. Based 
on the story of a Father and his struggle to 
keep his family together. His NZ born son who 
sees the word differently. A family trapped 
between culture and lifestyle. Then vs Now. 
Tradition vs modern.  This show will bring 
laughter, sadness and humour. Come be part 
of the cast.  
 
Fill in the link below. All details in the form 
below  
Accepting ages from 6 years plus  
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc
psc0utRKivdVI78PAVx3GVWJzrND37UJwwO
zGCPsslsiBBg/viewform 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_forms_d_e_1FAIpQLScpsc0utRKivdVI78PAVx3GVWJzrND37UJwwOzGCPsslsiBBg_viewform&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=YPrRYWAF8nLX5uc-xWIIpDTDvbX8XwvtThvA5kKLmqA&m=ZewNRJJIOYBgInTswIKZEWVg7nH8kBQrXsQKMBl2Mir3wv78amMP6kYDocMxF4jY&s=d6rBQiYchSQMkNyRc8cQmqmRA9xCaGsJZljfSWGzG7U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_forms_d_e_1FAIpQLScpsc0utRKivdVI78PAVx3GVWJzrND37UJwwOzGCPsslsiBBg_viewform&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=YPrRYWAF8nLX5uc-xWIIpDTDvbX8XwvtThvA5kKLmqA&m=ZewNRJJIOYBgInTswIKZEWVg7nH8kBQrXsQKMBl2Mir3wv78amMP6kYDocMxF4jY&s=d6rBQiYchSQMkNyRc8cQmqmRA9xCaGsJZljfSWGzG7U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_forms_d_e_1FAIpQLScpsc0utRKivdVI78PAVx3GVWJzrND37UJwwOzGCPsslsiBBg_viewform&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=YPrRYWAF8nLX5uc-xWIIpDTDvbX8XwvtThvA5kKLmqA&m=ZewNRJJIOYBgInTswIKZEWVg7nH8kBQrXsQKMBl2Mir3wv78amMP6kYDocMxF4jY&s=d6rBQiYchSQMkNyRc8cQmqmRA9xCaGsJZljfSWGzG7U&e=


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


